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HHHaaarrrkkk!!!      

WWWeee   EEExxxpppeeeccctttaaannntttlllyyy   WWWaaaiiittt………   
 

 
 

  oommee  ffoorrtthh  ffoorr  mmee  oonnee  wwhhoo  iiss  ttoo  rruullee  iinn  IIssrraaeell,,  

wwhhoossee  oorriiggiinn  iiss  ffrroomm  ooff  oolldd,,  ffrroomm  aanncciieenntt  ddaayyss..            

  --    MMiiccaahh  55::22  
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Sunday Worship 
Rev. Sherrie Connelly 

November 27, 2022 

              n all of us there is a sense of what ought to be, which will not let us rest until we do give ourselves to its 

demands.  It bids us rise above our lower nature and to seek the worth and meaning of life in our endless spiritual 

possibilities.  It stirs our concern for all people and for a better world.  Where does this yearning come from, if not 

from a God whose love dwells in the inmost recesses of our souls  and is drawing us to himself,  refreshing us  in 

his image and likeness?  We see this image and likeness in our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ, risen and 

glorified, who has come again in the truth, power and glory of his holy Word as He promised He would. 
                                                              from the 1982 Book of Worship 
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Cover Art 
Mary and Joseph on the Way to Bethlehem (1475) 

Hugo van der Goes (1440-1482) 
Oil on Panel,  

Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence, Italy 



 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Prelude                              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel               - Kim Walker-Smith 
 

Welcome & Cal l  to  Worship  

 

Let us prepare our hearts as we await the coming of our Lord, 

Let us watch for the one who heard our cries and shouldered the suffering of our world, 

Let us anticipate the coming of Christ’s eternal world with reconciliation and plenty for all. 

Let us wait in expectation for the day when God’s glory is revealed in all its fullness. 
 

Light ing of  the  Advent  Wreath –  The  Candle  of  Hope    
 

Hymn:                                   Lord of all Hopefulness                         - Peter Anderson 
 

Light ing of  the Community Candles –  An  Af f i rmat ion  
 

We light the first candle to honor the good and truth to be found in all 
spiritual traditions.  
 

We light the second candle to honor the Earth and all of life as the creation 
of the Divine, God of us all. 
 

We light the third candle to honor and support the variety of our individual 
paths, which together make our one spiritual community.  
 

We light the fourth candle to honor and provide an open and safe place for 
all who seek greater understanding and a life of deepening spirituality.  
  

Anthem:                                    Light of the World                                     - Eclipse 6 
 

Shar ing of  God ’s  Word                  
I s a i ah  2 : 1 - 5  

 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

2 In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of 

the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
3 Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 

house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 

paths.’  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.    
4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat 

their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.   
5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

  

Welcome to the New Church of Montgomery 



 

 
Shar ing of  God ’s  Word  (cont . )                  

Ps a lm  12 2  
 

I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD!’ 
2 Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 
4 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the 

name of the LORD. 
5 For there the thrones for judgement were set up, the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.’ 
8 For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’ 
9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good. 
 

Ro m a ns  1 3 : 1 1 - 14  
 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.  

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the 

day is near.  Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us 

live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 

licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.  14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

M a t t h e w 1 : 1 8 - 2 4  
 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah[a] took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 

Holy Spirit.  19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and   

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 

quietly.  20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  21 She will bear a son, 

and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their sins.’ 22 All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 
 

23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel’, 
 

which means, ‘God is with us.’  24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, 

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as 

his wife. 
 

  The Appearance of the Angel to Saint Joseph (1599) 
Giovanni Baglione (1566-1643) 

Oil on Canvas, in a private collection 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-24&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23163a


 

 

Inspi rat ion  f rom our Teachings  
 

T r ue  Ch r is t i an i t y  n o .  7 66  [ 3 ]  
 

The Lord is present with each and every human being.  He exerts insistent pressure on us 

to receive him.  When we do receive him, which occurs when we acknowledge him as our 

own God, Creator, Redeemer, and Savior, his First Coming occurs [in us], which is the 

twilight before dawn.  From then on, we begin to be enlightened intellectually in spiritual 

matters and to grow into deeper and deeper wisdom.  As we receive this wisdom from the 

Lord, we move through the morning into midday.  The day continues into our old age until 

we die.  Then we come to the Lord himself in heaven.  There, although we died old, we are 

brought back into the morning of our lives, and the rudiments of wisdom that were 

planted in us while we were in the physical world grow and thrive to eternity. 

 
Pastoral  Prayer  and Prayers of  the Peop le  
 

The Lord ’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors.   And lead us not  into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil;  for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Message                                     “Hark!  We Expectantly Wait”            

   Rev .  Sh err i e  C on n e l l y  
 

Offertory &  Musical  Ref lect ion :              Hope Rising                            - Tony Anderson 

 

Congregat ional  Respons e 
 

Hymn:                                             The Thrill of Hope                 - Ridgeway Community 

Church 

Benedict ion  
 

Closing Song :                                Ye Servants of God                       - Mount Ensemble 

 Male Voice Group  
   

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Swedenborg Study Group –  Consider joining this open 
online group that will be meeting Wednesday evening, 
December 7th at 7:00 PM.  We will be starting on page 80 
of When Tragedy Strikes.  Gloria can provide a Zoom 
invitation on request.  We will most likely be finishing up 
this book and moving on to new material. 
 

Annual Meeting – December 11, 2022 will be the Annual 
Meeting of the Corporation.  All Active Members of the 
New Church of Montgomery are expected to attend and 
take part in the service and business meeting that day.  
We will meet at 11 am for worship service and most of the 
business meeting will be separated out and will follow 
that.  There are several things on the agenda for the future 
of the Society, so please put it on your calendar.  More 
information to come.  
 

Glendale Elementary, the school across the street from 
the church are mostly in need of boys-style clothing in 
sizes 5-12.  This includes socks and underwear.  Coats are 
great, too.  You may drop them for Maggie Panyko to 
deliver, or to Glendale Elementary's main office c/o Lisa.  
Please make sure clothes are in new or good shape (no 
holes, stains, smells etc.)  You can have things shipped 
there, too, to 930 Congress Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45246.  If 
you do put in the notes, “Delivery from 8 AM - 4 PM.” 
 

Lockland Teacher Team member Shannon Fischer is the 
contact point for providing items posted on the Amazon 
Wishlist.  This is school in a high poverty area, and the 
school itself cannot afford to help the teachers.  Shannon 
will be sending out the link to the Wishlist again. 
 

Adopt-A-Family Project Wrapped Up  We adopted a 
family of three, a mom and daughters 14 and 10.  Gloria 
and Maggie, purchased items from their wish lists.  Since 
then our special collection exceeded expenses by $50, so a 
few more presents for the kids were purchased. 

 
 

 

November  27 ,  2022 Announcements  
 New Church of 

Montgomery 
 

 

 

 

 

2022  Wo r sh ip  & E v ent Sch ed ule  

 

 
 

NOVEMBER 
11/27 Rev. Dr. Sherrie Connelly 
 

DECEMBER 
12/4 Rev. Clark Echols / GNC Service  
12/11 Rev. Ron Brugler* / Annual Meeting 
12/18 Rev. Catherine Lauber 
 

*tentative 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Contact us 
Newchurchofmontgomery@gmail.com 

 
 

Website – follow us to get notifications       
current postings and 

find past services in the archives 
https://www.Newchurchofmontgomery.org 

 
 

Social Media 
https://www.facebook.com/NewChurchCincy/ 

 
 

Mail Address 
New Church of Montgomery 

P.O. Box 42466,  
Montgomery, OH, 45242 
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